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From: Blodgett, Tony
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To: Shovers, Marc

Cc: ' 'Licht@co.dane.wi.us'; Kramer, Aaron

Subject: Draft request froprRep. Jeff Wood ‘and Sen. Luther Olsen

Hi Marc,
Attached is the bill draft request for the Register of Deeds bill. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks.

Tony Blodgett
Legislative Aide

Office of Rep. Jeff Wood
(808) 266-1194: Office
(608) 658-7720: Cell

Tony.Blodgett@legis.state.wi.us
E]
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District: 1501 Miles Streot

7 North State Capitol , el
Post Office Box 8933 EFF g - O OD Chippewa Falls, WI 54728
Madison, WI 53708-8953 S Ol , (715 726-9226

{608 266-11494 ) ; — " = - " Rep. Woodj@legis state.wius
Fax: (608) 262-3667 State Representative o 67th Assembly District Toll-Free: (888) 534-0067

Bill Request

Subject Area: Counties (Register of Deeds)

Date: Jan. 11, 2005
Priority: High
Contact: Tony, 6-1194

Problem: Last session, Senator Stepp introduced SB 365, an omnibus bill drafted at the request
of the WI Register of Deeds Association. The bill failed to be enacted due to time restraints.

Proposed Solution: Rep. Jeff Wood and Senator Luther Olsen would like to introduce
companion bills on behalf of the WI Register of Deeds Association to accomplish the goals that
2003-04 SB 365 would have accomplished, with the following changes to the language of 03-04
SB 365:

\_Eliminate all of Sections: 2-3, 10

\_Eliminate the following lines in Section 13: 21-23

Add the following provisions:

¢////1. Modify language regarding Assessor's Plats in 70.27(3) (a) .
\ We recently discovered that this law requires the register to reject deeds
1 \é" and mortgages with incorrect legal descriptions when the legals should

AN

reference Assessor's plats. Registers cannot make this determination at the
time of recording and simply do not have time to research every deed and
mortgage to see if the land is part of an assessor's plat. Following the
letter of the law would bring our recording systems to a halt and derail our
entire operations. Current practice has been for years to assume that the
legal description on the document is correct and record the document. When
the document is indexed into the tract index and an error is discovered, the
document is returned with an error notice and it is the responsibility of
the submitter to prepare a correction instrument. This system has worked
well for many decades. The last sentence of this provision should be
changed to "Any instrument dated and acknowledged after September 1, 1955,
purporting to convey, mortgage or otherwise give notice of interest in land
that is within or part of an assessor's plat shall describe the affected
land by the name of the assessor's plat, lot, block, and/or outlot."

§3£? 2. Modify 59.43(2m) to exempt federal income tax lien form
E}W* (Y) (¢). This federal form does comply in most respects, and we realize
that it is difficult for regional IRS representatives to modify their
5 nation-wide form for a single state.

Xh ?S%‘E{ 3, Modify 83.01(7) (g) to eliminate the requirement that
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information contained in the county highway register must be placed in the
county register of deeds' office. Most counties prefer to keep this
information either in their planning & development, surveyor's office or
highway department. This is a separate set of documents that are not part
of the real estate records repository in the register of deeds office.
Instead the language should be changed to mandate that these records are
kept together in a safe place and are accessible by the public without
mention of the register of deeds.

Special Requests: Please make a companion draft for Sen. Olsen. Thanks.
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2 005 2003 SENATE BILL 365

) Gl ;fw&gf’ﬁ‘i} vl o Cpue Ty highy o e 3 gié“%’; >
f/ - ' 7
i '(/ R %%%w@
f;’j Jdnuary 7,-2004 - Introduced by Senators STEPP, WELCH, RISSEW%LER,
j g cosponsored by Representatives LADWIG, HINES, KERKMAN, STONE NER,
/ | GUNDERSON;-J. LEHMAN, KESTELL, MILLER, OLSEN; ALBERS, GRONEMUS, TAYLO
; . JKRAWCZYK, AINSWORTH, HAHN;"HUNDERTMARK, SUDER, MUSSER, BIES, VAN Roy,
/ VRakaS and-OTT. Referred to Committee on Homeland Security, Veterans and
5 Military Affairs and Government Reform.
1 AN ACT t0 renumber 236.295 (2576 amend 59.20 (3) (c), 236.25 (2) (), 236.34
| 2 (1) (), 703.11 (2) (d), 867.045 (1) (j) and 867.046 (2) (i); to repeal and recreate
2 3 59.43 (2) (ag), 59.43 (2) (ag) and 779.97 (5) (a); and to create 236.295 (2) (b) and
4 706.01 (7r) of the statutes; relating to: the cutoff time for receipt of documents
b
5. forfiling and recording with a register of deeds @i/es relating to federal tax
— TT— /:‘
[6) lien filings) g
S /é

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county board may enact an ordinance providing that the
cutoff time for a register of deeds to receive documents for filing and recording may
be one-half hour before the close of an official business day during which a register
of deeds office is open to the public. Current law provides that this cutoff time may
be set to allow a register of deeds to complete the processing, recording, and indexing
of documents to conform to the day of reception.

Under this bill, a county board may enact an ordinance providing that the cutoff
time for a register of deeds to receive documents for filing and recording may be one
hour before the close of an official business day during which a register of deeds office

is open to the public. s tax bie, ’

The bill also makes technical changes to the recording of certain real estate/and
probate documents to facilitate and modernize recording and makes changes
regarding the fee for filing and indexing federal liens and related documents to make
the fee more uniform.
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"SENATE BILL 365

an append1x to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

]

SECTION 1. 59.20 (3) (¢) of the statutes is amended to read: ﬁ@/@@
59.20 (3) (¢c) Any board may, by ordinance, provide that the(cut-off\reception
time for the filing and recording of documents shall be advance%a&ha# one hour

plaiaspacs

in any official business day during which time the register of deeds office is open to
PLAIN

the public, in order to complete the processing, recordin@étlzndexing to conform

LAIN

to the day of reception. Any register of deeds may provide in his or her notice under
s. 19.34 (1) that requests for inspection or copying of the records of his or her office
may be made only during a specified period of not less than 35 hours per week. For

all other purposes, the register of deeds office shall remain open to the public during

usual business hours.

SECTION”Z '59:43-(2).(ag) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read

; 59 43 2) (ag) 1. Subject to s. 59.72 (5), for recording any instrument entitled :\:\“

M

to be recorded in the @ﬂice of register of deeds, $11 for the first page and $2 fOpé%

additional page, except that no. fee may be collected for recording i&h%fge of address

MWMMMWMM.W

o
e

that is exempt from a filing fee under% 185 83 (1) (b). .~ i

P

2. In the event of conflict in the statutes rega;diﬁg recording fees, subd. 1. shall
TS ~

control.

office of reglgter

S eC. #j{ Cgﬁi souz (2m) £04> ¢ )
sa45 (L) (A3 Fepsral income tax lien Lovam é@%{’i) 43}
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SENATE BILL 365 SECTION 3
1 if 1nformw‘1on office-under.s. 59.72 (3) and $4 for the first-page-if the county does nof not™
2 | maintain such an office, and $2 for each additional page, except that no fee-may be
3 g collected for recording a cha?ge of addre ,exempf’from ;ﬁghng fee under s.
> f%& /f 5 g 2. In ‘df event of é;nﬂlct in the statutes regarding recording fees stibd. 1. shall ;!
//’i\k h SECTION 4. 236.25 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

236.25 (2) (a) It ls—&*ﬁH}ShH‘b&erd-Wh&te—p&peP—ZZmeheﬂﬁde—bﬁéQ—mehes

thickness; a permanent nonfading black image on durable white media that is 22

inches wide by 30 inches long, complies with the requirements of s. 59.43 (2m) (b) 4.

and bears a department certification of no objection. Seals or signatures reproduced

on images complying with this paragraph shall be given the force and effect of

original signatures and seals;

SECTION 5. 236.295 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 236.295 (2) (a).

SECTION 6. 236.295 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

236.295 (2) (b) Notwithstanding par. (a), in a county that maintains a tract
index pursuant to s. 59.43 (12m), a correction may be made by reference in the tract
index to the plat or certified survey map.

SECTION 7. 236.34 (1) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

236.34 (1) (¢) The map shall be prepared in accordance with s. 236.20 (2) (a),
(b), (c), (e), (), (g), (h), (1), (§), (k), and (L) and (3) (b), (d), and (e) at a graphic scale of
not more than 500 feet to an inch, which shall be shown on each sheet showing layout

features. The map shall be prepared with a binding margin 1.5 inches wide and a

é

—

R
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‘SENATE BILL 365 SECTION 7

0.5 inch margin on all other sides on durable white paper-81/2-inches-wide-by14

media that is 8 1/2 inches wide by 14 inches long with a permanent nonfading black
image. %en more than one sheet is used for any map, each sheet shall be numbered
consecutively and shall contain a notation giving the total number of sheets in the
map and showing the relationship of that sheet to the other sheets. “CERTIFIED
SURVEY MAP” shall be printed on the map in prominent letters with the location
of the land by government lot, recorded private claim, quarter-quarter section,
section, township, range and county noted. Seals or signatures reproduced on
images complying with this paragraph shall be given the force and effect of original
signatures and seals.
SECTION 8. 703.11 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

703.11 (2) (d) All survey maps and floor plans submitted for filing shall be

legibly prepared with a binding margin of 1.5 inches on the left side and a one-inch

margin on all other sides on durable white paper14-inches-inlength and 22-inches

media that is 14 inches long by 22 inches wide with a permanent nonfading black
image. The maps and plans shall be drawn to a convenient scale.

SECTION 9. 706.01 (7r) of the statutes is created to read:

706.01 (7r) “Legal description” means a description of a specific parcel of real
estate that is described in one of the following ways, whichever is appropriate:

(a) By one of the ways under s. 66.0217 (1) (c).
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SENATE BILL 365 SECTION 9
1 (b) By condominium name, unit number, and appurtenance number in a
2 platted condominium development.

B S —

3 TON-10._779.97 (5) (a) of the statutes is repeal ed .

) .

5

6 SECTION 11. 867.045 (1) (j) of the statutes is amended to read:

7 867.045 (1) (j) In the case of real property, a copy of the property tax bill for the

8 year preceding the year of the decedent’s death and a legal description of the

9 property, which description shall be imprinted on or attached to the application. The

7 Deoperty

10 register of deeds shall record the bill. The required recording of th%g tax bill may be

11 waived by an agreement between the register of deeds and the county real property

12 lister.
13 SECTION 12. 867.046 (2) (i) of the statutes is amended to read:
14 867.046 (2) (i) In the case of real property, a copy of the property tax bill for the

15 year preceding the year of the decedent’s death and a legal description of the

16 property, which description shall be imprinted on or attached to the application. The

17 register of deeds shall record the bill. The required recording of the/tax l:iilp;i be

18 waived by an agreement between the register of deeds and the coujt real propert

19 lister.

20 SECHON 13, Effective dates. g}gsﬁﬁ/ta%ﬁ%ﬁg@mhéﬁ;ﬁﬁe@gwﬁﬁ?% ”
21 h
22 § The repeal and recreatlon of segilo&%wgfmg;;wégmi

23 3) of tig/stab&t@s take effect on Sepf;m’ber 1, 2005~ Mf

24 (END)
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Section #.70.27 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

70.27 (3) (a) Reference to any land, as it appears on a recorded assessor’s plat is deemed sufficient
for purposes of assessment and taxation. Conveyance may be made by reference to such plat and
shall be as effective to pass title to the land so described as it would be if the same premises had been
described by metes and bounds. Such plat or record thereof shall be received in evidence in all courts |
and places as correctly describing the several parcels of land therein designated. After an assessor’s
plat has been made and recorded with the register of deeds as provided by this section, all convey-
ances of lands included in such assessor’s plat shall be by reference to such plat. Any instrument

groled o #rang

dated and acknowledged after September 1, 1955, purporting to convey ef+moﬁ§age any-suchdands <
R/

Wssessm’s plat shall n

History: 1977 ¢. 29 5. 1646 (3); 1979 c. 221, 248, 355, 361; 1983 a. 473; 1987 a. 172; 1989 a. 31, 56; 1991 a. 316;

1995 a. 27 ss. 3361, 3362, 9116 (5); 1997 a. 27, 99; 1999 a. 96; 1999 a. 150 s. 672.
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INSERT ANAL:

Under current law, a county highway commissioner, generally elected by the
county board, is responsible, under the direction of the county highway committee,
for all matters related to the constriiction and maintenance of county highways.
Among other duties, the county highway commissioner must compile and maintain
a “county highway register,” whi¢h is a record of the laying out, alteration, or
discontinuance of all highways in{}the county outside the limits of cities and villages.
The county highway register must be kept in the manner or form prescribed by the
Department of Transportation (DOT), and the information contained in the county
highway register must be placed in the county register of deeds’ office, but must be
kept separate from the records of real estate and may not be included in the county
register of deeds’ indexes. The county highway register is not part of the official real
estate records maintained by the county register of deeds.

This bill eliminates the requirement that information contained in a county
highway register be kept in the county register of deeds’ office. Instead, information
contained in a county highway register must be kept together in a location within the
county that provides a safe repository for records as determined by the county board
and must be accessible to the public. The county highway register must also still be
kept in the manner or form prescribed by DOT.

INSERT 3-6A:

SECTION 1. 83.01 (7) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

83.01 (7) (g) The county commissioner shall compile and maintain a record of
the laying out, alteration, or discontinuance of all highways in the county outside the
limits of cities and villages. The record shall be known as the county highway
register and be kept in the manner or form prescribed by the department. The county
highway commissioner or agents shall have access to the records of town clerks and
may have temporary custody of such as are necessary for the purpose of making
accurate and appropriate copies thereof. The department shall assist in the
compilation of the records and shall furnish to the county highway commissioner
such information as the department deems appropriate relative to the laying out of

military, territorial, and such other roads as have been authorized by the legislature.
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a-part-of the-official real-estate records kept together in a location within the county

that provides a safe repository for records as determined by the county board and
shall be accessible to the public. Such county highway register may be supplemented

from time to time by the county highway commissioner and such supplemental
information is to be treated in the same fashion as the original county highway

register all of which shall be admissible in evidence.

History: 1973 c. 262; 1977 c. 29 ss. 1654 (8) (c), (d), (), 1656 (43); 1977 c. 273; 1981 ¢. 217; 1985 a. 29; 1985 a. 223 5. 5; 1989 a. 171; 1991 a. 316; 1995 a, 201; 1997 a.
5.
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2005 BILL

AN ACT to renumber 236.295 (2); to amend59 20 (3) (¢), 70.27 (3) (a), 83.01 (7)
(g), 236.25 (2) (a), 236.34 (1) (¢), 703.11 (2) (d), 867.045 (1) (j) and 867.046 (2) (i);
and fo create 59.43 (2m) (d) 4., 236.295 (2) (b) and 706.01 (7r) of the statutes;
relating to: the cutoff time for receipt of documents for filing and recording
with a register of deeds, fees relating to federal tax lien filings, and

maintenance of county highway registers.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county board may enact an ordinance providing that the
cutoff time for a register of deeds to receive documents for filing and recording may
be one—-half hour before the close of an official business day during which a register
of deeds office is open to the public in order to allow a register of deeds to complete
the processing, recording, and indexing of documents to conform to the day of
reception.

Under this bill, a county board may enact an ordinance providing that the cutoff
time for a register of deeds to receive documents for filing and recording may be one
hour before the close of an official business day during which a register of deeds office
is open to the public.

The bill also makes technical changes to the recording of certain real estate, tax
hen and probate documents to facﬂltate and modermze recordmg W

> for deral liens anidrelated documeén
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Under current law, a county highway commissioner, generally elected by the
county board, is responsible, under the direction of the county highway committee,
for all matters related to the construction and maintenance of county highways.
Among other duties, the county highway commissioner must compile and maintain
a “county highway register,” which is a record of the laying out, alteration, or
discontinuance of all highways in the county outside the limits of cities and villages.
The county highway register must be kept in the manner or form prescribed by the
Department of Transportation (DOT), and the information contained in the county
highway register must be placed in the county register of deeds’ office, but must be
kept separate from the records of real estate and may not be included in the county
register of deeds’ indexes. The county highway register is not part of the official real
estate records maintained by the county register of deeds.

This bill eliminates the requirement that information contained in a county
highway register be kept in the county register of deeds’ office. Instead, information
contained in a county highway register must be kept together in a location within the
county that provides a safe repository for records as determined by the county board
and must be accessible to the public. The county highway register must also still be
kept in the manner or form prescribed by DOT.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 59.20 (3) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

59.20 (3) (¢) Any board may, by ordinance, provide that the cutoff reception time
for the filing and recording of documents shall be advanced by ene—half one hour in
any official business day during which time the register of deeds office is open to the
public, in order to complete the processing, recording, and indexing to conform to the
day of reception. Any register of deeds may provide in his or her notice under s. 19.34
(1) that requests for inspection or copying of the records of his or her office may be
made only during a specified period of not less than 35 hours per week. For all other
purposes, the register of deeds office shall remain open to the public during usual
business hours.

SECTION 2. 59.43 (2m) (d) 4. of the statutes is created to read:
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59.43 (2m) (d) 4. Federal income tax lien form 688 (Y) (c).

SECTION 3. 70.27 (3)’(a) of the statutes is amended to read:

70.27 (3) (a) Reference to any land, as it appears on a recorded assessor’s plat
is deemed sufficient for purposes of assessment and taxation. Conveyance may be
made by reference to such plat and shall be as effective to pass title to the land so
described as it would be if the same premises had been described by metes and
bounds. Such plat or record thereof shall be received in evidence in all courts and
places as correctly describing the several parcels of land therein designated. After
an assessor’s plat has been made and recorded with the register of deeds as provided
by this section, all conveyances of lands included in such assessor’s plat shall be by
reference to such plat. Any instrument dated and acknowledged after September 1,
1955, purporting to convey or, mortgage any-such-lands-except-byreferencetosuch,
or otherwise give notice on interest in land that is within or part of an assessor’s plat

-shall net-be-recorded by-theregister-of deeds describe the affected land by the name

of the assessor’s plat, lot, block, or outlot.
SECTION 4. 83.01 (7) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

83.01 (7) (g) The county commissioner shall compile and maintain a record of
the laying out, alteration, or discontinuance of all highways in the county outside the
limits of cities and villages. The record shall be known as the county highway
register and be kept in the manner or form prescribed by the department. The county
highway commissioner or agents shall have access to the records of town clerks and
may have temporary custody of such as are necessary for the purpose of making
accurate and appropriate copies thereof. The department shall assist in the
compilation of the records and shall furnish to the county highway commissioner

such information as the department deems appropriate relative to the laying out of
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military, territorial, and such other roads as have been authorized by the legislature.

The information contained in the county highway register shall be placed-in-the

a-part-of the-official real estate reecords kept together in a location within the county

that provides a safe repository for records as determined by the county board and
shall be accessible to the public. Such county highway register may be supplemented

from time to time by the county highway commissioner and such supplemental
information is to be treated in the same fashion as the original county highway

register all of which shall be admissible in evidence.

SECTION 5. 236.25 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

236.25 (2) (a) It is on muslin—backed white paper 22-inches-wide by-30-inches

thickness; a permanent nonfading black image on durable white media that is 22

inches wide by 30 inches long, complies with the requirements of s. 59.43 (2m) (b) 4.,

and bears a department certification of no objection. Seals or signatures reproduced

on images complying with this paragraph shall be given the force and effect of
original signatures and seals;
SECTION 6. 236.295 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 236.295 (2) (a).

SECTION 7. 236.295 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:
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236.295 (2) (b) Notwithstanding par. (a), in a county that maintains a tract
index pursuant to s. 59.43 (12m), a correction may be made by reference in the tract
index to the plat or certified survey map.

SECTION 8. 236.34 (1) (¢) of the statutes is amended to read:

236.34 (1) (c) The map shall be prepared in accordance with s. 236.20 (2) (a),
(b), (), (e), (), (g), (h), (D), (§), (k), and (L) and (3) (b), (d), and (e) at a graphic scale of

not more than 500 feet to an inch, which shall be shown on each sheet showing layout

features. The map shall be prepared with a binding margin 1.5 inches wide and a

0.5 inch margin on all other sides on durable white paper-81/2-inches-wide-by14

media that is 8 1/2 inches wide by 14 inches long with a permanent nonfading black

image. When more than one sheet is used for any map, each sheet shall be numbered
consecutively and shall contain a notation giving the total number of sheets in the
map and showing the relationship of that sheet to the other sheets. “CERTIFIED
SURVEY MAP” shall be printed on the map in prominent letters with the location
of the land by government lot, recorded private claim, quarter—quarter section,
section, township, range and county noted. Seals or signatures reproduced on
images complying with this paragraph shall be given the force and effect of original
signatures and seals.
SECTION 9. 703.11 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

703.11 (2) (d) All survey maps and floor plans submitted for filing shall be

legibly prepared with a binding margin of 1.5 inches on the left side and a one-~inch

margin on all other sides on durable white paper14-inchesinlength-and 22-inches
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media that is 14 inches long by 22 inches wide with a permanent nonfading black

image. The maps and plans shall be drawn to a convenient scale.

SECTION 10. 706.01 (7r) of the statutes is created to read:

706.01 (7r) “Legal description” means a description of a specific parcel of real
estate that is described in one of the following ways, whichever is appropriate:

(a) By one of the ways under s. 66.0217 (1) (c).

(b) | By condominium name, unit number, and appurtenance number in a
platted condominium development.

SECTION 11. 867.045 (1) (j) of the statutes is amended to re‘ad:

867.045 (1) (§) In the case of real property, a copy of the property tax bill for the
year preceding the year of the decedent’s death and a legal description of the
property, which description shall be imprinted on or attached to the application. The
register of deeds shall record the bill. The required recording of the propefty tax bill

mav be waived by an agreement between the register of deeds and the county real

property lister.
SECTION 12. 867.046 (2) (i) of the statutes is amended to read:

867.046 (2) () In the case of real property, a copy of the property tax bill for the
year preceding the year of the decedent’s death and a legal description of the
property, which description shall be imprinted on or attached to the application. The
register of deeds shall record the bill. The required recording of the property tax bill

mav be waived bv an agreement between the register of deeds and the county real

property lister.

(END)
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AN ACT to renu 236.295 (2); to amend 59.20 (3) (c), 70.27 (3) (a), 83.01 (7)
(2), 236.25 (2) (a), 236.34 (1) (c), 703.11 (2) (d), 867.045 (1) (j) and 867.046 (2) (i);
and fo create 59.43 (2m) (d) 4., 236.295 (2) (b) and 706.01 (7r) of the statutes;

relating to: the cutoff time for receipt of documents for filing and recording
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with a register of deeds, %MW@ federal tax lien filin

s/ an
maintenance of county highway registers.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Under current law, a county board may enact an ordinance providing that the
cutoff time for a register of deeds to receive documents for filing and recording may
be one-half hour before the close of an official business day during which a register
of deeds office is open to the public in order to allow a register of deeds to complete
the processing, recording, and indexing of documents to conform to the day of
reception.

Under this bill, a county board may enact an ordinance providing that the cutoff
time for a register of deeds to receive documents for filing and recording may be one
hour before the close of an official business day during which a register of deeds office
is open to the public.

The bill also makes technical changes to the recording of certain real estate, tax
lien, and probate documents to facilitate and modernize recording.

Under current law, a county highway commissioner, generally elected by the
county board, is responsible, under the direction of the county highway committee,
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for all matters related to the construction and maintenance of county highways.
Among other duties, the county highway commissioner must compile and maintain
a “county highway register,” which is a record of the laying out, alteration, or
discontinuance of all highways in the county outside the limits of cities and villages.
The county highway register must be kept in the manner or form prescribed by the
Department of Transportation (DOT), and the information contained in the county
highway register must be placed in the county register of deeds’ office, but must be
kept separate from the records of real estate and may not be included in the county
register of deeds’ indexes. The county highway register is not part of the official real
estate records maintained by the county register of deeds.

This bill eliminates the requirement that information contained in a county
highway register be kept in the county register of deeds’ office. Instead, information
contained in a county highway register must be kept together in a location within the
county that provides a safe repository for records as determined by the county board
and must be accessible to the public. The county highway register must also still be
kept in the manner or form prescribed by DOT.

For further information see the local fiscal estimate, which will be printed as
an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SECTION 1. 59.20 (3) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

59.20 (3) (c) Any board may, by ordinance, provide that the cutoff reception time
for the filing and recording of documents shall be advanced by ene—~half one hour in
any official business day during which time the register of deeds office is open to the
public, in order to complete the processing, recording, and indexing to conform to the
day of reception. Any register of deeds may provide in his or her notice under s. 19.34
(1) that requests for inspection or copying of the records of his or her office may be
made only during a specified period of not less than 35 hours per week. For all other
purposes, the register of deeds office shall remain open to the public during usual
business hours.

SECTION 2. 59.43 (2m) (d) 4. of the statutes is created to read:

59.43 (2m) (d) 4. Federal income tax lien form 688 (Y) (c¢).
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SECTION 3. 70.27 (3) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

70.27 (3) (a) Reference to any land, as it appears on a recorded assessor’s plat
is deemed sufficient for purposes of assessment and taxation. Conveyance may be
made by reference to such plat and shall be as effective to pass title to the land so
described as it would be if the same premises had been described by metes and
bounds. Such plat or record thereof shall be received in evidence in all courts and
places as correctly describing the several parcels of land therein designated. After
an assessor’s plat has been made and recorded with the register of deeds as provided
by this section, all conveyances of lands included in such assessor’s plat shall be by
reference to such plat. Any instrument dated and acknowledged after September 1,
1955, purporting to convey or, mortgage any-such-lands-except-by reference tosuch,
or otherwise give notice on interest in land that is within or part of an assessor’s plat
shall net-berecorded-bythe register-of deeds describe the affected land by the name

of the assessor’s plat, lot, block, or outlot.

SECTION 4. 83.01 (7) (g) of the statutes is amended to read:

83.01 (7) (g) The county commissioner shall compile and maintain a record of
the laying out, alteration, or discontinuance of all highways in the county outside the
limits of cities and villages. The record shall be known as the county highway
register and be kept in the manner or form prescribed by the department. The county
highway commissioner or agents shall have access to the records of town clerks and
may have temporary custody of such as are necessary for the purpose of making
accurate and appropriate copies thereof. The department shall assist in the
compilation of the records and shall furnish to the county highway commissioner
such information as the department deems appropriate relative to the laying out of

military, territorial, and such other roads as have been authorized by the legislature.
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The information contained in the county highway register shall be placed-in-the

a-part-of the official real estate reecords kept together in a location within the county

that provides a safe repository for records as determined by the county board and
shall be accessible to the public. Such county highway register may be supplemented

from time to time by the county highway commissioner and such supplemental
information is to be treated in the same fashion as the original county highway
register all of which shall be admissible in evidence.

SECTION 5. 236.25 (2) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

236.25 (2) (a) It is on muslin-backed-white paper-22-inches-wide by-30-inches

thickness; a permanent nonfading black image on durable white media that is 22

inches wide by 30 inches long, complies with the requirements of s. 59.43 (2m) (b) 4.,

and bears a department certification of no objection. Seals or signatures reproduced

on images complying with this paragraph shall be given the force and effect of
original signatures and seals;

SECTION 6. 236.295 (2) of the statutes is renumbered 236.295 (2) (a).

SECTION 7. 236.295 (2) (b) of the statutes is created to read:

236.295 (2) (b) Notwithstanding par. (a), in a county that maintains a tract
index pursuant to s. 59.43 (12m), a correction may be made by reference in the tract

index to the plat or certified survey map.
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SECTION 8. 236.34 (1) (c¢) of the statutes is amended to read:
236.34 (1) (¢) The map shall be prepared in accordance with s. 236.20 (2) (a),
(b), (o), (e), (D), (g), (h), (1), (§), (k), and (L) and (3) (b), (d), and (e) at a graphic scale of

not more than 500 feet to an inch, which shall be shown on each sheet showing layout

features. The map shall be prepared with a binding margin 1.5 inches wide and a

0.5 inch margin on all other sides on durable white paper-8-1/2-inches-wide by-14

media that is 8 1/2 inches wide by 14 inches long with a permanent nonfading black
image. When more than one sheet is used for aﬁy map, each sheet shall be numbered
consecutively and shall contain a nota;cion giving the total number of sheets in the
map and showing the relationship of that sheet to the other sheets. “CERTIFIED
SURVEY MAP?” shall be printed on the map in prominent letters with the location
of the land by government lot, recorded private claim, quarter—quarter section,
section, township, range and kcounty noted. Seals or signatures reproduced on
images complying with this paragraph shall be given the force and effect of original
signatures and seals.
SECTION 9. 703.11 (2) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

703.11 (2) (d) All survey maps and floor plans submitted for filing shall be

legibly prepared with a binding margin of 1.5 inches on the left side and a one-inch

margin on all other sides on durable white paper14-inchesinlength-and 22-inches

media that is 14 inches long by 22 inches wide with a permanent nonfading black

image. The maps and plans shall be drawn to a convenient scale.
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SECTION 10. 706.01 (7r) of the statutes is created to read:

706.01 (7r) “Legal description” means a description of a specific parcel of real
estate that is described in one of the following ways, whichever is appropriate:

(a) By one of the ways under s. 66.0217 (1) (c).

(b) By condominium name, unit number, and appurtenance number in a
platted condominium development.

SECTION 11. 867.045 (1) (j) of the statutes is amended to read:

867.045 (1) (j) In the case of real property, a copy of the property tax bill for the
year preceding the year of the decedent’s death and a legal description of the
property, which description shall be imprinted on or attached to the application. The
register of deeds shall record the bill. The required recording of the property tax bill

may be waived by an agreement between the register of deeds and the county real

property lister.

SECTION 12. 867.046 (2) (i) of the statutes is amended to read:

867.046 (2) (i) In the case of real property, a copy of the property tax bill for the
year preceding the year of the decedent’s death and a legal description of the
property, which description shall be imprinted on or attached to the application. The
register of deeds shall record the bill. The required recording of the property tax bill

may be waived by an agreement between the register of deeds and the county real

property lister.

(END)
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